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A chance at citizenshipM ore than 150 people turn out for forum, legal advice

Ruth Campbell<br>Staff Writer
Midland Reporter-Telegram

At least 150 people on Saturday got a step closer to becoming U.
S. citizens.

They participated in a forum called "Ya es Horadzidania," which translates
to "Now is the Time for Citizenship." The event|dat Casa de Amigos, wa:
part of a national day and year-long campaign taradize 1 million citizens
this year. Those who took part are permanent legdients, people with
"green cards."

Advertisement

Through the Midland Hispanic Chamber of Commerespte set
appointments to see immigration attorneys. The & gharged $50, but the
proceeds will go to Casa de Amigos.

"I think it's gone pretty smoothly. They're excit&éde've had some people th 'I: 't 9
waiting as walk-ins for five or six hours. They ghgy'll keep waiting," powe r e U U re .
Midland Hispanic Chamber President and CEO RactweleSsaid.

"l got here at 8:30 and there were people alreadg,hsaid Hispanic
Chamber Membership Development Director AnnabethRez.

People drove in from across the Permian Basin antesattorneys were
seeing walk-ins between their set appointments)eSsaid.

Immigration fees are currently $400, but effectivdy 30, the cost goes up to $675. This includegeiprinting, taking the civics test and
the swearing-in ceremony. Those who can help ditlthe forms are certified non-profit agencies attdrneys.

Many of those taking part were unwilling to talkttee Reporter-Telegram.

But as he waited for his appointment, Alecio Tosaid he has lived in the United States all hisbifé wants to get citizenship to get
more rights. He has wanted to do this for a longeti"l guess | just needed a little push. It's adgopportunity right now," he said.

Maria Esparza and her husband, Esteban, droveArminews to Midland for the forum. Both are origilydirom Chihuahua. Maria
Esparza said the best way of doing things is tardetmation and that's what they came to find 8iy.

The couple also wants to make life better for tfair children.

Casa de Amigos Education Program Director Paul Bs@aid it took 18-20 people about three weekdan fhe forum and each agency
brought volunteers to help them.

"We all pitched in and we made the building avd#éab a place people trust.”

"It's been an unbelievable project -- tiring, butigood way," he said. "We've also had Catholiari@ibs here. He'll be back Monday and
Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and one other lawhegrwill be here on Thursday," Brooks said.

Stone said Catholic Charities of Lubbock charges0$ind you have to go to Lubbock for the service.
Brooks stressed that people at the forum are perntdegal residents.

"These are people that are doing this the right wafhey're willing to do what needs to be doméé¢come citizens ," he said. Casa de
Amigos motto is "Helping people help themselved tiis event is part of that credo.
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Mike Borland also planned to give any proceedselteived to Casa de Amigos and said much of hisibasiis immigration related. He
said each client was taking 45 minutes to an hour.

"I think Casa de Amigos is just a great organizatitis a great cause. A lot of people want to beeaitizens. These are all lawful
residents of the United States. We want to helmttake the next step. They're already paying texasthey can't vote. It makes them in
a truer sense permanent residents," Borland said.

"This is the community we service as attorneys.féét an obligation to do some pro bono work," heeatl
On the Net:
Ya es hora Ciudadania:

www.yaeshora.info

' o In 2006 more than 480 cases of childthuse of neglect
' were confirmed for Midland County #lbne 4"
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