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More take path to citizenship

By Susan Palmer

The Register-Guard

Published: Saturday, July 21, 2007

Nine days. That's how long immigrants who wantdéodme citizens have before
the naturalization application fee jumps 80 percent

It's just one of many fee increases that U.S. @iship and Immigration Services
will implement beginning July 30.

Right now it costs $400 - $330 for the applicatéomd $70 for fingerprinting - for
foreigners who have been given permanent residatissin the United States to
apply for citizenship. At the end of the month itheost $595 for the application
and $80 for fingerprints.

That change may be one of the reasons more immgyhawe applied in the past
year, said Citizenship and Immigration Serviceskegpavoman Sharon Rummery.

Almost 60 percent more people submitted their papsk in the first five months

of 2007 compared with the same period in 2006, @gezcords show. Oregon saw
a 55 percent increase in applications during ihat.tBut the cost is just one factor,
Rummery said.

"There are a whole lot of sociological influencesng on," she said.

Next year immigrants will face a new civics anddig test, she said, and some
people worry that it will be more difficult thandtcurrent test.

The 2008 presidential election may also prompt [geao want the opportunity
to vote, she said.

Outreach by activists is also likely to be playapart. A national campaign began
in January to encourage those who are eligiblgpdyaor citizenship and then to
register to vote, sponsored by immigrant rightaugsosuch as CAUSA. In Oregon,
Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Services vidlve staff on hand at a Portland
church today to help eligible people fill out theperwork.

But Rummery, who occasionally conducts swearingeiremonies, says the
reasons people give for making the decision to iImecatizens are often more
personal. They may want to petition for a familymieer to immigrate. Maybe
their children who are already citizens have bewoeraging them. "You could
not put your finger on any one thing," she said.

While the citizenship application fee increasestatiy, they're nothing compared
with some fee increases for other foreign natiarfads example, those who are
eligible to swap a temporary visa for a permaneet -0say, someone in the country
on a student visa who has married an Americanl-haile to pay 186 percent more
when the fee goes from $325 to $9
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And permanent visas for some entrepreneur immigriaawe gone up by as mu

as 500 percent.

The sweeping changes represent the agency's muopteleensive increases since
1998, Rummery said. Congress voted in 1988 to nmakegration services a fee-

based agency. No taxpayer money supports it.

"We're required by law to recoup the cost of ddinginess with the fees that we

charge," she said.

There are some fee reductions tucked in amongititreases. Children adjusting
their status to permanent residence with theirngareill have a 25 percent

reduction. And those seeking asylum may receiveviagers.

The additional money will help push through a baghkbf applications, improve
security measures and shift the agency from a gageed system to an electronic

one that will be faster and more effective, Rumnsangl.

The agency expects that by September 2008, ibeilible to reduce processing
times for its four most common applications frommsionths to four months. And
it expects that those applying for naturalizatiah lave to wait an average of five

months instead of seven, according to information®Web site.

In Eugene, immigration lawyer Rachel Hecht saidfégechanges haven't increased
the number of clients she sees, but she's hado pa&tople call who are confused.
Some people have misinterpreted the news as a ehanige rules, that all they

have to do is pay the money and they qualify fozenship.

What she hasn't seen is people balking at movingdia because of the fees. The
attitude is: It's worth whatever money it takebézome a citizen, she said.

Some people have wondered whether the money wilskd to pay for the 700-
mile fence Congress voted last year to constractgathe Mexican border, but
Rummery said the fees won't be shared with CustordBorder Protection or

with Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

CITIZENSHIP QUIZ

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services adstens a test to all immigrants
applying for citizenship. Starting in 2008, the agge will switch to a new set of

test questions. Below is a sampling of potentiasgns:

* What is the supreme law of the land?

* What do we call the first 10 amendments to thagTitution?
* What are the three branches of the government?

* How many justices are on the Supreme Court?

» What is the name of the vice president?

* How many U.S. senators does each state have?

* Name one of the two longest rivers in the Uni&altes.

* Name one of the major U.S. Indian tribes.

(Find the answers at www.uscis.gov/portal/site/s)
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- Citizenship and Immigration Services Web site

Sponsored Links ADVERTISING

AARP Auto Ins Quotes

Over 50? Save $303 On Auto Ins With The Hartford. Free No Hassle Quote
AARP.TheHartford.com

Quicken Loans® Home Loans

Get a $300K Home Loan for $875/Month. Lower your payment by up to
50%.

www.QuickenLoans.com

Barack Obama in Eugene

Meet Barack Obama at Eugene campaign events: Join us!
BarackObama.com

How'’s your credit score?

0-500 Poor, 501-700 Average, 701+ Good. Find out your score now FREE!
CreditReport.com

Buy alink here
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