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By MIRIAM JORDAN
January 18, 2008; Page A4

LOS ANGELES -- Hundreds of thousands of Hispanib® wesponded
to a massive campaign to seek citizenship andincd2808 have created
a backlog of applications that the government hdgated it can't
process before the election, undercutting the ggtiower of Latinos.

Univision, the largest Spanish-language networthé&U.S., launched
the campaign last year along with Spanish-langnegespapers and
Latino grass-roots groups. With the slogan, "Yai6sa!
Ciudadania!" (It's About Time! Citizenship!), tharopaign was
integrated into local newscasts and aired in pei#ivice
announcements throughout the day in cities achmssduntry.

Nearly 1.2 million green-
card holders, the vast
majority Latino, applied
to become naturalized

Bottleneck
Citizenship applications received by immigration
agency in each year

Lo millign - g citizens in 2007,

L2 e e surpassing the campaign's
10 : : target of one million. All

08 AN I - | told, U.S. Citizenship and
w--REARBRER - - Immigration Services

ba received 1.4 million

0 applications for

naturalization in the fiscal
year ended October 2007,
nearly double the volume
received for the previous
fiscal year. In June and
July alone, the volume of
applications jumped 360% relative to the same ninti2006.
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Hates Fiscal year ends Sept, 30
Saurce: U5, Citizenship and Immigration Services

Many applicants were motivated by a desire to pigiie in the political
process amid a rancorous national debate over imatiog. Anticipation
of a fee increase for the naturalization applicgatio $675 from $400,
was also a factor. But the immigration agency haaticipated the
"avalanche" of applications that ensued, accortireyUSCIS
spokesman. Legal residents who applied midyealikaly to wait 18
months before their forms are processed; the aggregressing time is
normally six months. Applications are processea dinst-come, first-
served basis.

The processing jam stands to damp the electorehfiat of Hispanics, a
bloc that has become more politically active, andgavo years ago at
massive street protests over immigration legishatidispanics represent
a crucial constituency in states such as Floridezofha and Nevada.

At a hearing yesterday of the House Judiciary Catels subcommittee:
on immigration, USCIS Director Emilio Gonzalez an¢ld how the
agency aimed to address the backlog by adding staffiever, Mr.
Gonzalez made no commitment that increased staffogd

significantly reduce the time it took to processglagations. "This surge
[in applications] will have a serious impact on kgation processing
times for the next couple of years," he said.

He said the agency couldn't jeopardize nationalrityor the integrity
of the process. Hiring, training and obtaining s#ég.clearance for
immigration employees takes months. The agencyidipg
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naturalization applications stood at nearly 927,i00ctober 2007, a ;'O‘fftgck A'&nt-oxiﬂD down. Value Stock Investment
92% increase from the end of the previous fiscat ye October 2006. Opportunity. e e, Felie Stockinvesimen
www.OxfordFunding.com

Latino groups and unions involved in the citizepstiive say they first seoend | .

e H : H H Independent Travel To Europe Made Easy
n.O'tIerd the_government of their plans to encourageeased Hispanic Customize, book & save on mult-city trips in seconds.
citizenship in November 2006. More recently, theadcy groups have | EuropeanDestinations.com
urged the government to expedite processing toreribat all qualified

applicants who filed last year are sworn in as Wit&ens by July 4. Hot Stock Alert - GFET
Green Energy, Cellulose Ethanol. Growth Stock

Investment.
"The price of USCIS's failed leadership and poanping is the www.GulfEthanolCorp.com
disenfranchisement of those immigrants who havgegldy the rules,"
said Eliseo Medina, executive vice president ofSkevice Employees
International Union, one of the groups that speadlkd the campaign.

\ In recent years, USCIS has faced
§§ a es ho ra criticism for delays in processing

- Y applications involving naturalization and worked&gamily visas. Its challenges are
exacerbated by mandatory background checks byatierl Bureau of
Investigation in which all applicants' names ane through several databases to

ensure they don't have a criminal background op#rerwise ineligible for
naturalization.

Nearly nine million green-card holders, or legairpanent residents, are eligible to
become U.S. citizens. About 55% are immigrantsaifrLAmerican origin. A

_ desire to have a greater say in the debate oveigrants' rights is likely to push
iVE Y VOTA!  more Latinos to participate in this election. "lbatinewcomers see naturalization as
“Ahora es cuando  a critical step toward making their voices heardun national debate on
immigration," said Arturo Vargas, executive direodd the National Association of
Latino Elected and Appointed Officials EducatioRahd, NALEO, in his

¢ M&n-uo-pruw .
- ‘;/,l el testimony yesterday.

_ o _ In response, a USCIS spokesman later said "thecggecommitted to ensuring
A poster for a campaign by Hispanic mediaand — fajr and professional service to the hundreds ofisands of men, women and
grass-roots groups to encourage Hispanics to . . "
become citizens, register to vote and go to the children who seek our services every month.
polls.
Hispanics responded strongly to the public-sereamapaign, queuing up to fill out citizenship foratchurches,
community centers and other places across the owttth lines wrapping around entire blocks irestlike Los Angeles,
hundreds of people were turned away and askedumranother day. A hotline established by NALEGs\laoded with
calls.

Miguel Quintero, a roofer who queued up to applyditizenship in June, was invited to a USCIS @fftevo months later to
be fingerprinted. But, "I haven't heard anythimcs!," says Mr. Quintero, who moved to the U.S. fidexico in 1972. "I
want the chance to vote on things that impact nmgroanity.” Celia Amador, a retired assembly-line keorin Los
Angeles, said that she is worried that she wont'hgecitizenship in time for the election. "Whahbst want is to cast a
vote," she said.

In most states, deadlines for registering to votéeb@tween 21 to 30 days prior to the election. Meaaturalized citizens
can register as late as seven days before then/@lifornia and 10 days in New York.

There were 9.3 million Hispanics registered to votthe last presidential election. NALEO projetttat, as of this year's
general election, there will be at least 11.3 wrillregistered. It expects at least 9.2 million wibt ballots, up from 7.6
million in 2004, due to the mobilizing impact oktimmigration debate, the vigorous efforts by garind candidates to
reach Latinos, and the initiatives of non-partigaoups to energize Latino voters.

The Univision-led drive to engage Hispanics in civfie moved recently into its next phase aheathefprimaries. Called
"Ve Y Vota" (Go and Vote), it seeks to encouragsgdnics who are already citizens to register te aod turn out at the
polls. To facilitate that process, organizationgipgating in the campaign have positioned volenseoutside swearing-in
ceremonies so that new citizens can immediateliptegio vote. A toll-free bilingual hotline prowad people with ABCs of
the electoral process.

Write to Miriam Jordan atiriam.jordan@wsj.com
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